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Thursday 30th October 2025
9am to 11am
Via Microsoft Teams

Joining Instructions

Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 387 756 263 47 
Passcode: SE8dNH 

Agenda

	
09:00
	
1
	
Chairman’s Welcome to All and Introduction to Paul King

Paul King, the Kent County Council Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Coastal Regeneration, will be joining the meeting, and looks forward to working with BAB.

	
Vince Lucas

(BAB Vice-Chairman)

& Paul King

(KCC Cabinet Member)


	
09:06
	
2
	
Update on actions from previous meeting and matters arising
	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:10
	
3
	
Future Tourism and Inward Investment Support

Following the liquidation of Visit Kent and Locate in Kent, Steve Samson will give an overview of the actions being undertaken to secure support for Kent’s tourism and inward investment activities. 

	
Steve Samson

(KCC Head of Economy)



	
09:25
	
4
	
Get Kent & Medway Working Plan

One of central Government’s major policies is the push to encourage people who have been out of the workplace back into employment. The GKMWP has recently been published and is available here. Steve Samson will give an overview of the major headlines from this work, and the next steps that will be taken as part of the joint action plan with DWP.

	
Steve Samson

(KCC Head of Economy)



	
09:30
	
	
The Office of Rail and Road’s decision – Update on the call for international rail services to resume calling in Kent

The ORR is expected to make a decision this week. Sarah and/or Vince will give a very brief update on the recent activity undertaken to publicise the need for International Rail Services to stop in Ebbsfleet and Ashford, and the current context with regard to the decision making.

	
Vince Lucas 
(VA Rail) &/or 

Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:35
	
	
The transitional Regional Energy Strategic Plan (tRESP)

NESO has issued a consultation on the tRESP, which can be found here. It closes on 3 November 25.

The tRESP is designed to help local authorities shape future energy infrastructure and secure investments that align with their specific energy needs and growth ambitions. 

Sarah will give an overview of the tRESP and share thoughts with BAB on the possible response.

	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:50
	
5
	
Local Growth Plan & the Local Innovation Partnership Fund

The UKRI has launched a Local Innovation Partnership Fund. Areas, such as Kent and Medway, can bid for up to £20m to support innovation, commercialisation and scale up.
The Universities, KFE, KICC, and Niab have been working with Kent and Medway Councils on developing a bid. Sarah will share details with BAB on this, and how it links to the work on the Local Growth Fund.
	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)



	
09:55
	
8
	
Economic Commentary

Participants will be asked to give a brief commentary reflecting on the following points:


1. A current challenge for your business / sector
2. A good news story for your business / sector
3. Any particular skills/recruitment challenge
4. A free (positive) comment

Please note that MHCLG have asked if we can continue to share the BAB minutes with them. Also, we will share the economic commentaries with other partners such as KMEP, Councils, and MPs.

If you have any concern with this happening, please do advise us before or during the meeting.

	
All BAB Members

	
10:55
	
9
	
Any Other Business 
	
All




Next Business Advisory Board (BAB) meeting dates:
· Wednesday 4th February 2026 – 9am to 11am
· Thursday 30th April 2026 – 9am to 11am
· Thursday 30th July 2026 – 9am to 11am
· Thursday 12th November 2026 – 9am to 11am
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