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Thursday 30th April 2026
9am to 11am

Online via MS Teams

Joining instructions

Click on this link: Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 345 143 744 555 3 
Passcode: GU9nv37R 

Agenda

	
09:00
	
1
	
Chairman’s welcome 

	
Vince Lucas

(BAB Chairman)


	
09:03
	
2
	
Update on KMEP board member recruitment & Chairmanship

	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:05
	
3
	
Update on actions from previous meeting & matters arising
	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:07
	
4
	
Local Growth Plan Workshops in w/c 11th May

Kent & Medway’s councils, universities, and colleges are coming together to agree a single, long‑term plan for economic growth – and we want businesses at the table.

We are holding Sector Workshops in the week commencing 11th May and we would like you to attend if possible please. This is your opportunity to directly influence where public investment, collaboration and action are focused over the next 10 years. 

Sarah will give an overview about these forthcoming events. 

	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:10
	
5
	
Update on Local Government Reorganisation & Devolution

A short update will be given following the recent consultation.

	
Sarah Nurden 

(BAB Manager)


	
09:15
	
6
	
International Collaboration – Kent’s relationship with Europe

At a recent meeting, BAB requested an update on interaction with our European neighbours and the Straits Committee. Dafydd Pugh & Myriam Caron will join us to provide an update on forthcoming events.

	
Dafydd Pugh & Myriam Caron

(KCC European Liaison Managers)


	
09:30
	
7
	
Skills Bootcamps

Skills Bootcamps are free, flexible training courses lasting up to 16 weeks, designed to help your employees and prospective workforce gain sector-specific skills that are in high demand. The aim of the programme is to help individuals upskill, retrain or formalise their skills to access in-demand jobs, apprenticeships, new opportunities and potentially higher income levels. Upon completion, you'll receive a guaranteed job interview for a role that matches your new skills.

Izzy Pompova will give an overview of the benefits to your business of engaging with this programme.

	
Izzy Pompova

(KCC Programme Manager)



	
09:40
	
8
	
Youth Jobs Guarantee

The Youth Jobs Guarantee is part of the UK Youth Guarantee, a government initiative backed by £820 million to support young people into work, training, or apprenticeships. It specifically targets 18–21-year-olds who have been on Universal Credit for 18 months, offering six-month paid job placements at 25 hours per week, fully funded by the government at the National Minimum Wage. 

Steve Samson will give an overview of the benefits to your business of engaging with this programme.

	
Steve Samson

(KCC Head of Economy)


	
09:45
	
9
	
Business Rates

Information collated from BAB on business rates was shared with Jim Dickson MP in advance of his meeting with the Minister.

Since then, Steve Samson has received some feedback from individual district economy staff, and wishes to explore the topic again at this BAB meeting.

	
Steve Samson

(KCC Head of Economy)



	
10:00
	
10
	
Economic Commentary

Participants will be asked to give a brief commentary reflecting on the following points:

1. A current challenge for your business / sector
2. A good news story for your business / sector
3. Any particular skills/recruitment challenge
4. A free (positive) comment

Please note that MHCLG have asked if we can continue to share the BAB minutes with them. Also, we will share the economic commentaries with other partners such as KMEP, Councils, and MPs.

If you have any concern with this happening, please do advise us before or during the meeting.

	
All BAB Members

	
10:55
	
	
Any Other Business
	
All



Next Business Advisory Board (BAB) meeting dates:
· Thursday 30th July 2026 – 9am to 11am (presentation on digital and mobile connectivity)
· Thursday 12th November 2026 – 9am to 11am
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